
Section B – Question 5 Past Exam Questions 
 
2015 
Each year thousands of couples get married in Ireland. The majority of these marriages begin with some 
form of official ceremony with Church ceremonies being the most popular. (Accord)  
(a)   (i) Define marriage as it exists in Irish law.  

(ii) Set out the legal requirements for marriage in Ireland. (21)  
(b) Discuss the rights and responsibilities of partners within a marriage relationship. (20)  
(c) Outline the conditions required for granting a divorce under the Family Law (Divorce) Act, 1996. (9)  
 
2014 
One of the most striking features of the family in Ireland during the last decades of the twentieth 
century is the rapid rate at which it has changed.  
(a)  Outline the historical development of the family in Ireland from the beginning of the twentieth century to 
the present day. (16)  
(b)  (i) Give an account of each of the following functions of the family:  

· economic function  
· socialisation function  
· educational function 

       (ii) Explain how state interventions assist the family in carrying out these functions. (25)  
(c)  Assess the role of grandparents in modern family life. (9)  
 
2013 
The family is an important setting in which health-related behaviours and attitudes are shaped.  
(a) Explain the following sociological terms:  

· culture 
· norms 
· values 
· role   (12)  

(b) Discuss the social, economic and technological changes that affect families in Ireland today. (24)  
(c) Comment on the protection afforded to children under current Irish family law. Refer to two acts. (14) 
 
2012 
‘Today more than ever before, young people are recognised as having rights.’ (Unicef)  
(a)  Outline four rights of children within the family. (12)  
(b)  Discuss each of the following:  

· the difficulties that the family unit may experience when a child has special needs and  
· the difficulties that the family unit may experience when a parent has special needs. (24)  

(c)  Write an informative note on the Childcare Act, 1991 (14)  
 
2011 
Families are the oldest expression of human relationship and have been continually adapting to change, 
human development and progress.  
(a) Define the term family and explain what is understood by the universality of the family. (10)  
(b)  Discuss the roles and responsibilities of family members and explain how these roles change through the 
life cycle of the family. (24)  
(c)  Give an account of four factors that enable older people to maintain their independence. (16)  
 



2010 
‘The State recognises that family life gives to society a support without which the common good cannot 
be achieved. The State endeavours to support caring for others within the home.’ The Women’s Health 
Council  
(a)  Describe four main functions of the family in modern society and outline how the state supports the 
family with these functions. (24)  
(b)  Discuss the merits of good child-parent communication. (12)  
(c)  State why it is important for parents to make a will and outline the procedure involved. (14)  
 
2009 
Marriage is an important social institution because it is central to the family system. It confers certain 
rights and responsibilities on partners.  
(a)  Identify and elaborate on the rights and responsibilities of a couple within a marriage relationship. (20)  
(b)  Discuss the benefits of pre-marriage courses for couples preparing for marriage. (18)  
(c)  Explain how Irish family law protects the rights of family members in the event of marriage breakdown (12)  
 
2008 
‘Fewer than one in five households in Dublin City are now made up of the traditional family of husband, 
wife and children.’ (CSO Census of Population, 2006)  
(a)  Analyse the reasons for the decline of the traditional family in Irish society. (20)  
(b)  Describe how changing roles within the family have impacted on individuals and/or society. (18)  
(c)  Describe one strategy for resolving conflict within the family. (12)  
 
2007  
‘Special needs’ refers to a diverse range of needs often caused by a medical, physical, mental or 
developmental condition or disability (Scoil.net) 
(a)  Identify and elaborate on the difficulties that the family unit may experience when a member of the 
family has special needs. (18)  
(b)  Discuss how a family might respond to the needs of a member who has a disability. (20)  
(c)  Outline the role of the Rehab Group. (12)  
 
2006  
According to the Irish Constitution (Article 41) the State recognises the family as the natural, primary 
and fundamental unit group of society. (The Irish Constitution)  
(a)  Identify and describe three types of modern family structures in today’s society. (18)  
(b)  Discuss the effects of (i) social changes and (ii) economic changes on modern family structures. (24)  
(c) Set out the conditions required for granting a divorce under the Family Law (Divorce) Act 1996. (8)  
 



2005 
Parents / legal guardians have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of their 
children. The State assists parents / legal guardians in this responsibility. (Article 18, UN Convention on 
the Rights of Children)  
(a)  Outline four rights of children within the family. (12)  
(b)  Discuss how the state assists the family in the rearing of children. (18)  
(c)  Analyse how (i) social factors and (ii) economic factors affect parenting roles within the family unit. (20)  
 
2004 
The 2002 Census of Population reveals the following results: the number of divorced persons has trebled 
since 1996 the population is getting older average family size has reduced to 1.6.  
(a)  Describe four main functions of the family in modern society. (16)  
(b)  Explain how the role of older people within the family has changed as a result of social and economic 
factors. (12)  
(c)  Outline the historical development of the family in Ireland from the beginning of the twentieth century to 
the present day. (16)  
(d)  State how the family is protected by the Family Home Protection Act (1976) (6)  
 


